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was their source of peace, and hope, and consolation.
At length it approached—the desire of all nations
—the long expected star announced its presence—-
a multitude of the heavenly host hailed its intro-
duction, and proclaimed its character; " Glory to
God in the highest, on earth peace, good-will
towards men." The Gospel is every where repre-
sented in Scripture by such figures as are most
strongly calculated to impress on our minds a sense
of its value ; it is spoken of as light from darkness,
as release from prison, as deliverance from captivity,
as life from death. "Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen
thy salvation !"" was the exclamation with which
it was welcomed by the pious Simeon; and it was
universally received among the early converts with
thankfulness and joy. At one time, the communica-
tion of it is promised as a reward; at another, the loss
of it is threatened as a punishment. And, short as is
the form of prayer taught us by our blessed Saviour,
the more general extension of the kingdom of Christ
constitutes one of its leading petitions.
With what exalted conceptions of the importance
of Christianity ought we to be filled by such descrip-
tions as these ! Yet, in vain have we " line upon
line, and precept upon precept."—Thus predicted,
thus prayed and longed for, thus announced, charac-
terized, and rejoiced in, this heavenly treasure, though
poured into our lap in rich abundance, we scarcely
accept. We turn from it coldly, or at best possess it
negligently as a thing of no estimation. But a due
sense of its value would assuredly be impressed upon
us by the diligent study of the word of God, that
blessed repository of heavenly truth and consolation.
Thence it is that we are to learn what we ought to
believe and what to practise. And, surely, one would
think that much importunity would not be requisite.

